METHOD  OF  DEALING.                     133

and many a finger beckons him on into the dusky
recess in which the grave merchant is seated
cross-legged on his carpet, with a pipe in his
mouth.   You enter, are hospitably asked to be
seated,, and are perhaps handed a pipe.    In a
little   time the   goods   are produced with   a
leisurely sodateness, and a price is named at
least double their real value; the merchant, if he
is a Persian, assuring you that In haying been
directed to an honest man you prove that you
were born under a fortunate star, and that he is
offering you the article for half what he paid
for it,    You decline his proposal;  he resumes
his pipe in silence and apparent indifference,
and at last rolls round on you a heavy sleepy
eye, and names half the price he had demanded
before.    Your interpreter tells you that this
time the price is a fair one, accordingly you pajf
down the money (the said interpreter of course
receiving a due proportion of it)s rise up and
depart.

The most important district of Constantinople
is that which is occupied by the Seraglio    It